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UPDATED 12.12.19 

SL 2016-94 (HB 1030) 

Schools for Students with Visual and Hearing Impairments 

 

Each August since 2016, a memo has been distributed to local superintendents, Exceptional Children 

Directors, Directors of State Operated Programs, and Exceptional Children Coordinators in Charter Schools 

informing them of the legislative requirement under SL 2016-94 HB 1030.  This law requires that school 

systems provide parents of students with a primary disabling condition of deafness, deaf-blindness, hearing 

impairment, vision impairment, or multiple disabilities with a hearing and/or vision loss with a consent for 

release of contact information to receive information about the Education Services for the Deaf and Blind 

Schools. The consent forms are required to be distributed to parents by October 1 of each school year and 

yes consents must be reported to the NC DPI and the Education Services for the Deaf and Blind schools by 

November 30 of each school year. Barbria Bacon, ESDB Superintendent, and Sherri Vernelson, Section 

Chief in the Exceptional Children Division, serve as the primary contacts for school districts. 

 

The NCDPI and the ESDB schools continue to implement a Memorandum of Agreement to comply with 

FERPA requirements for the effective transfer and management of data.  Additionally, since parents are 

required to give their consent annually, consent form data from the previous year must be destroyed by 

March 15 of each year and is also a part of the MOA. 

 

The Exceptional Children Division serves as the lead to assist in the dissemination and organization of the 

required information annually. LEAs and State Operated Programs are provided with a consent for release 

of information form in English and Spanish.  These forms are provided as attachments to the annual memo 

and are on the EC Division website for ease of access.  In addition to the memo distributed each August, the 

EC Division provides reminders to LEAs at the September regional meetings for EC Directors and EC 

Coordinators for Charter Schools; September, October, and November monthly newsletter updates; NC 

CASE Conference; and through the Director’s Advisory Council meetings in July and October. 

 

To assist the ESDB schools with extracting the data in an efficient manner, an electronic submission 

continues to be utilized.  This allows for more uniform and accurate reporting of the information required 

by law.  A data specialist in the EC Division extracts the information on a weekly basis and provides it to 

Sherri Vernelson, the DPI EC Division contact. Mrs. Vernelson provides that information to the Directors 

of the ESDB schools also on a weekly basis.  This allows the ESDB schools to provide parents with the 

information they requested in a timely manner. 

 

The following information shows the number of yes consents provided by parents of children with a 

primary disabling eligibility of deaf, deaf-blind, hearing impaired, vision impairment including blindness, 

or multiply disabled with a vision and/or hearing loss since 2016. 

 

Year Number of Yes Consents 

2016 300 

2017 600 

2018 550 

2019 191 

as of 12.12.19 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Table 1.1 

Region Deaf 

(DF) 
Deaf-

blind 

(DB) 

Hearing 

Impaired 

(HI) 

Multiple 

Disabilities 

in addition 

to VI, HI 

or both 

(MU) 

Visual 

Impairment 

including 

Blindness 

(VI) 

Other 

(Another 

primary 

disability 

with VI, 

HI, or 

both) 

No. of 

LEAs 

with 

parents 

requesting 

ESDB 

Info. 
Region 1     2 1  1  1 4  

Region 2 2   14  5  7  7 9  

Region 3   1 15  11  8  3 7  

Region 4 1   4  3  5    7 

Region 5     10  3  3  3  11 

Region 6 3   11  5  13  3  10 

Region 7    1   1  4  8     10 

Region 8      16 7   11 
 

 11 

Total 7 1 73  39 56  17   69 

 
 


